CAMAS FIRST SCHOOL 
1882 


THE FIRST SCHOOL IN CAMAS (LA CAMAS) WAS BUILT PRIOR TO 1882. IT WAS REPLACED BY A 
FOUR ROOM SCHOOL (WITH INSIDE PLUMBING) IN 1886. THE FIRST SCHOOL REMAINED ON THE | 
SCHOOL GROUNDS UNTIL 1907. IN 1907 THE THEN ‘COLUMBIA RIVER PAPER COMPANY’ GAVE | 
THE BOY SCOUT ORGANIZATION PERMISSION TO PUT THE FIRST SCHOOL ON THEIR PROPERTY 
WHERE IT STILL STANDS TODAY. FOR YEARS IT WAS USED AS A SCOUT MEETING PLACE AND 
REFERRED TO AS THE SCOUT HALL. IN 1934 THE NEW OWNERS OF THE MILL, ‘CROWN 
WILLAMETTE PAPER COMPANY’ GAVE 7.25 ACRES TO THE CITY FOR A PARK AND THEY NAMED IT 
CROWN PARK. THE CITY USES THE FIRST SCHOOL AT THIS TIME (2005) PRIMARILY FOR CITY 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES. 


The Scout Hall at Crown Park 
Built circa 1882 


The first school building in Camas (La Camas) was constructed circa 1882 at the 
corner of Garfield and Jone streets. When it was replaced by a plumbed four-room 
schoolhouse in 1886, the original school remained on the grounds until 1907. It was at 
this time that the Columbia River Paper Company granted the Boy Scout organization 


permission to put the original school, referred to as the Scout Hall, on their property at 
15" Avenue and Everett Street. 


In 1934 the new owners of the paper mill, Crown Willamette Paper Company, 
donated the property surrounding the Scout Hall to the City of Camas. The 7.25 acres of 
land was later dedicated as “Crown Park.” 


Today, the city continues to use the Scout Hall for many youth activities and 
events. 
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